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Waste consolidation log, showing waste is taken to Collection container, properly disinfected before reuse.    
Curtis Bay for incineration.    Labeled properly on lid. 
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 Lid of collection container.    Storage area, properly labeled. 
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 Disinfectant used for small items that are reused. 
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facility’s infectious waste protocol, it was noted that they did not address the requirement to label stored boxes 
when sealed with the date of closure and generator registration number.  According to regulation 61-105 F(5) 
“This committee must develop or adopt a written protocol to manage the infectious waste stream from 
generation until offered for transport.”  The facility representative, , who is responsible for the handling of 
the infectious waste, explained that the boxes are sealed and dated on Mondays before pickup and that they 
have not had a full box in storage before the Monday pickup date. The treatment stamp on the Stericycle waste 
manifests indicate that the waste is being treated by steam sterilization.  The weight records from Stericycle, on 
the other hand, indicate that the waste is being treated by incineration. It was confirmed by Stericycle that at 
least two pick-ups, March 17, 2014 and October 20, 2014, were steam sterilized. All the rest were incinerated. 
Regulation 61-105 T(9) states that  “Products of conception must be incinerated, cremated, interred, or donated 
for medical research.” Stericycle picks up waste every Monday. The clinic's contract with Stericycle indicates 
that waste should be incinerated. During the physical and performance part of the inspection of the storage area, 

 explained that the products of conception are stored in a freezer, which is locked and labeled with the 
biohazard label.  The infectious waste in the freezer is placed in a red bag placed inside a small biohazard 
container.  Once the waste is ready for transport, the container and its contents are placed inside the larger 
Stericycle box located in the adjacent autoclave room before pick up.  (The autoclave in this room is not used 
for treating waste.)  stated that the freezer is disinfected each time it is emptied.  It was observed that the 
facility was using a small reusable biohazard container in the autoclave room.   explained that once the 
container was full,  would remove the contents and place it inside the Stericycle box.   stated that  
would place another red bag inside the reusable container, but did not disinfect it prior to reuse.   Regulation 61-
105 L(1) Any material or surface which comes in contact with infectious waste must be disinfected prior to 
reuse.  

Inspector:                                                                                                                                        
  

  Biohazard sign for the storage room 
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  Stericycle waste box 
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 Container 
lined with red bag inside freezer 
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Charlotte and was on speaker phone with other Planned Parenthood management helping to answer the investigative questions. 
We spoke with . In reviewing the infectious waste protocol, it was noted that they did not address the requirement to label 
stored boxes with the date of closure or label closed boxes with the generator registration number before transport. The box being 
filled had already been labeled with the generator's registration number. The facility did not have any stored boxes at the time of 
the inspection.  They did have collected waste (in an untied bag in a cardboard box, which is not a violation, as long as the bag 
and box are not full, which they were not) and I looked through the top layer of the waste. There were items in this container (a 
paper lab coat, etc.) that are not regulated infectious waste, violating the requirement to segregate infectious waste from solid 
waste. There was pathological waste collected in a biohazard bag in a refrigerator. According to R. 61-105, Section I(3), waste 
should always be 'placed, stored and maintained' in a rigid or semi-rigid container. The refrigerator is not considered a container. 
The refrigerator is disinfected before reuse. From the refrigerator, the waste is carried to the biohazard box for further packaging 
and transport. When the waste is picked up by the transporter, a manifest is left that must include everything required in R.61-105, 
Section M(1)(a)-(l). Five (5) manifests did not include the generator registration number, the transporter registration number, or 
the weight or volume of the waste pick-up. For the same five (5) pick-ups, there was no record of weight or treatment. For 
twenty-three (23) pick-ups, the record of treatment indicates that the waste was steam sterilized, which is a violation of R.61-105, 
Section T(9) if any products of conception were included. For all waste picked up by MedSharps, there was a record of treatment, 
although it certified that the waste “was treated in accordance with 25 TAC 1.136 (relating to Approved Methods of Treatment 
and Disposition).” After research, it was determined that Texas Administrative Code (TAC), does allow for steam sterilization of 
products of conception in some cases. MedSharps picked up all waste generated at the facility from January 2015-July 2015. 
Inspector:   and                                                                                               

  

  
Door to storage area, properly labeled.   Infectious waste collected, no putrescence. 
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